CAUGHT in the headlines

What’s new from Interzoo

BOOK OF
THE MONTH

The world’s largest trade show, the
biennial Interzoo, took place in
Nuremberg, Germany, over four days
from May 29 to June 1.
As the showcase for all things
innovative and new, you’d expect
companies to pull out all the stops
with the freshest of ideas, and many
did just that.
Unsurprisingly, LEDs were rife, and
many products were aimed towards the
more lucrative, fiscally ripe marine
hobby. That’s no bad thing, and as long as
new products are happy to keep
appearing, we’ll all be more than happy to
give them a whirl.

A fresh take on
fishy favourites

A taste of the latest aquatic gadgets and gizmos to come...

The giant Edge range opens
up creative possibilities.
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A quirky tank in two parts!

The next big thing in aquascapes
New products on display at the Tropical
Marine Centre stand included its new
drop-off tanks.
The name might suggest something you’d
never want to do to a glass aquarium, but the
reality is quirky and long overdue. Imagine a
tank in two parts, like an ‘L’ shape tipped over
90°, and that’s what you have: depth down the

front, leading to shallow and long across the
top. What’s more, TMC’s drop-off
aquariums are made from Optiwhite
glass, and will no doubt become the
darlings of both aquascapers and reefers
all over.
We await news regarding production sizes
and prices of these tanks.

Football-inspired feeding
Manufacturers were on the ball this summer and two new feeding products with a
football theme were launched to coincide with the World Cup.
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A filter with a difference
The Theiling Roller Mat filter is an
external filter that we can all get
excited about. The Roller Mat is a
paper-based filter, with a thin sheet
wrapped around a drum. Its purpose is
solely mechanical, pulling out the
tiniest of particulate waste, and it has
no biological use.
Water is fed to the unit from a tank
or sump, where it passes through the
drum before returning. In the event of
the paper clogging, the water level will
rise until a float switch is activated, at
which point a motor pulls fresh paper
from the roll into place, pulling the old
paper on to a spool to be discarded.
The key role for this kind of filter
is as a polishing device for marine
tanks, but any tank plagued by
porridges of particulates will benefit
from one.
The only glitch for some will
be the price, currently looking to
be somewhere around the €350/
£280 mark.

A new wave of aquaria

Goldfish games

Hagen pulled no punches when it presented its giant Edge range of aquaria. I’m a
huge fan of the Edge, and these 72 l/16 gal models open up a whole new wave of
creative possibilities. It’s early days, more of a teaser campaign, but we do know that
there will be three flavours of tank: tropical, aquascape and marine, each with
respective cabinets.
Timescales on when these will hit the shops are uncertain, and it will be several
months at the earliest before production models creep out, but as soon as they do,
you’ll want to get one.

Tetra has launched Goldfish FunBalls,
an innovative new feed for goldfish
designed to inject some fun
into feeding time and appeal to
younger fishkeepers.
Goldfish FunBalls are single feeding
ball shaped portions that encourage
the goldfish to nibble piece by piece,
giving the impression of the fish
playing football around the tank.
They’re £3.70 for a pack of six.

Reflows reinvented
Well, well, here’s an innovation that most
didn’t see coming. Maxspect decided to tear
into the old concept of wave makers and
create something even better: the Maxspect
Riptide Gyre generator. The only
shame for now is that we’ve only been teased
with the prototype, and the final model still
awaits production.
The Gyre generator is a wide device, using a
rotor mechanism as opposed to the classic
impeller designs of pumps. This means that
there’s no absurdly high point of flow directly
in front of the pump coming out in a cone
shape, but rather a bar of water is created.
The benefit of this over a wave maker is that
it does indeed create a rolling flow through a
tank, whereas a wave maker is designed just to
make water bob up and down. That’s great for

A prototype tease.

Artist Flick Ford’s work always
astounds, with a level of detail in his
images that frequently beats the best
aquatic photographers.
‘WILD 75 freshwater tropical fish of
the world’ champions 75 of the most
iconic and celebrated tropical fish
through a combination of striking
colour renditions, mixed with factual
information, notes and anecdotes on
each. What we particularly admire is
the way that anyone, regardless of
their level of aquatic expertise, will pick
up something new from flicking
through. With foreword by famed
photographer and blogger Mo Devlin,
and soundbites from the likes of
Rachel Oleary, Mike Tuccinardi, Ted
Judy, Chuck Davis and more, this is
one of those rich reads that you can
either use as a basic reference book or
just sit back with a coffee and peruse
the 176 pages from cover to cover.
The publication is American in
origin, with a price of $29.95, but shop
around in the UK and you can find it
anywhere from £13-£20 (plus variable
postage costs).
Have you read a good book lately? Let
us know at editorial@
practicalfishkeeping.co.uk

A novel way to feed pond fish
Hozelock Cyprio has had a ball launching its latest
addition to the range: a fun, novel way to feed
pond fish.
Fish Foodball is suitable for most types of fish
food. Just fill with enough food for one feed and
watch the fish swim around the surface of the water
for longer, nudging the ball until all of the food is
dispensed, instead of it all being sucked up too
quickly. The ball is simply removed and replenished
when fish have eaten enough.
They are priced at £4.99.

the posers, but water moving up and down still
leads to dead spots and high-flow regions.
At this time there’s no news of power
consumption, turnover or even price, so watch
this space!
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Flick Ford’s illustrations are
incredibly detailed.

